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(U) New Zealand will support the U.S

government's position in Hong Kong to block any attempt to include a nego

tiating mandate on the relationship between the TRIPS Agreement and the C
onvention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in the ministerial declaration
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(U) Post delivered reftel talking points December 6 to Reuben Levermorein
the Trade Negotiations Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairsand Tr
ade

L evermore reported December 8 that the points mirrored New Zealand's pos
ition

The New Zealand government sees ongoing discussions as necessary for iden

tifying and addressing issues related to the TRIPS-CBD relationship

It does not view negotiations as appropriate.
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(C) The New Zealand government also iswary of the possibility that the EC
may attempt to link thisissue with an effort to extend protection of geogr
aphical indications, which fall in the same consultations as the TRIPS-CBD
issue

McCormick



